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a) The objective of the Student Assistance Program is to assist Indians and 
Inuit to gain access to post-secondary education and to graduate with the 
qualifications and skills needed to pursue individual careers and to 
contribute to the achievement of Indian self-government and economic 
self-reliance. 


b) The Student Assistance Program provides financial assistance to eligible 
Indians and Inuit towards the costs of their post-secondary education. 


¢) This document outlines: 
i) the criteria to be met by students in order to qualify for financial 
assistance; 
ii) the types and maximum levels of allowances and incentives available 
through the Student Assistance Program; and 
iii) the maximum duration of assistance that may be provided with respect 
to various levels of post-secondary education. 


d) This policy is effective April 1, 1989, and will apply to all student 
applications for the 1989-90 academic year. 


e) Guidelines pursuant to this policy will be issued by administering 
organizations. 


f) The Department's University and College Entrance Preparation Program 
(UCEP) is provided under a separate policy. 


In this document, 


a) “Indian” means a person whose name has been entered in the Indian 
Register maintained by the Department as defined by the /ndian Act. 


b) “Department” and “band” are as defined by the Indian Act. 
c) “Resident” means an eligible Indian or Inuit who has resided in Canada for 


twelve consecutive months prior to application. This also includes students 
who have been living outside Canada as a result of their studies. 


“The objective of the Ta 
Student Assistance 
Program 1s to assist 
Indians and Inuit to gain 
access to post-secondary — 
education and to graduate 
with the qualifications and 
skills needed to pursue 
individual careers and 

to contribute to the 
achievement of Indian self- 
government and economic 
self-reliance. The Student 
Assistance Program 
provides financial 
assistance to eligible 
Indians and Inuit towards 
the costs of their post- 
secondary education.” 
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d) “Administering Organization” means an organization responsible 
for administering the Student Assistance Program. This may be the 
Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development, bands, tribal 
councils, education authorities or other organizations which have 
responsibility for the administration of the program or a portion of It. 


e) “Post-secondary education” means a program of studies, offered by a post- 
secondary institution, for which completion of secondary school studies or 
~ equivalent is a prerequisite. 


f) “Program of Studies” includes all post-secondary programs, greater than 
one academic year in duration, leading to a certificate, diploma or degree. 


“Post-Secondary institutions” are degree, diploma, and certificate granting 
institutions which are recognized by a province and include educational 
institutions affiliated with, or delivering accredited post-secondary programs 
by arrangement with a post-secondary institution. (The Department of 
Indian Affairs and Northern Development will maintain a national list of 
recognized Canadian post-secondary institutions.) 
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“Canadian public institution” is a post-secondary institution which receives 
the majority of its funding from federal and provincial governments. 


i) “Private post-secondary institution” 1s a Canadian or foreign post-secondary 
institution which receives the majority of its funding from sources other 
than governments. 


j) “Full-time students” and “Part-time students” are as defined by the post- 
secondary institution. 


k) “Academic year” 1s as defined by the post-secondary institution, but will not 
be less than eight months duration. 


|) “Semester” refers to a part of the academic year, as defined by the post- 
secondary institution. Semesters usually cover the periods from September 
to December, January to April, and May to August. 


m) “Dependent Spouse” means a person who is married to the student or a 
person who has lived with the student as husband or wife for a period of at 
least one year prior to application for educational assistance. This person 1s 
dependent upon the student and does not receive income in excess of the 
level of income allowed for a dependent spouse by Revenue Canada's 
Income Tax regulations. 
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n) “Dependent” means a person who is dependent upon the student as defined “To be eligible lo apply fe or 


by Revenue Canada's Income Tax regulations and who does not receive 


income in excess of the level of income allowed for a dependent spouse assistance, applicants must 
be Inuit or registered as 


0) “CEGEP” is an abbreviation of Collége d'enseignement général et ee 
professionnel. CEGEPs operate in Quebec. | ndian, must have been 


by Revenue Canada’s Income Tax regulations, 


resident in Canada for the 
twelve consecutive months; 


a) Tobe eligible to apply for assistance under the Student Assistance and must have met 
hae university or college 
i) must be Inuit or registered as Indian; entrance requirements. y 


ii) must have been resident in Canada for the twelve consecutive months 
prior to the date of application to the Student Assistance Program; and 

iii) must have met university or college entrance requirements and have 
been enrolled or accepted for enrolment in a post-secondary institution 
for a program of studies. 


b) This program 1s not available to Indians or Inuit who are eligible for 
assistance under special arrangements for post-secondary assistance such as 
the James Bay and Northern Quebec Agreement or the Northwest Territories 
Student Financial Assistance Program. 


c) Assistance will be provided within the limits of funds voted by Parliament. 
If assistance for the number of eligible applicants exceeds the budget, 
applications will be deferred according to the rules set out ineach 
administering organization's operating guidelines. 


a) Tuition Assistance includes students’ fees for registration, tuition, and 
the cost of books and supplies which are listed as required by the post- 
secondary institution. Tuition assistance 1s provided: 


i) for students attending Canadian public institutions and at the normal 
rate charged by the institution for a Canadian student. 

ii) for students attending private or foreign post-secondary institutions, 
assistance 1s provided at the same rate as charged by the Canadian 
institution, where a comparable program 1s offered, nearest to the 
student's place of residence at the time of application. 


66 ' iii) for students enrolled in a foreign insitution, actual tuition costs will 
Students who are required be paid where no comparable program is available at an institution 
to live away from their in Canada, 
per. manent place of b) Travel Assistance: Students who are required to live away from their 
' ' permanent place of residence may qualify for a travel grant, once every 
residence may qualify jf i semester, for themselves and any dependents who reside with them. 


travel grant for themselves 


Travel assistance will be equal to the cost of return transportation from 


and any depe ndents who - the student's permanent place of residence to the nearest Canadian post- 
: : oy) institution whi 
re side with th em. ae institution which offers the program of studies selected 
y the student. 
c) Assistance for Living Expenses: Allowances to help cover students’ living 


expenses will be provided at a rate not to exceed the department's current 
established maximum levels. Where the student attends a foreign institution 
these amounts will not exceed the maximum levels in Canadian dollars. 
(See Annex I) 


Part-time students may receive assistance for tuition and the cost of books and 
supplies as detailed in 4(a) which are listed as required by the post-secondary 
institution. 


a) Assistance will be provided for three levels of post-secondary education: 


Level - Community College and CEGEP diploma or certificate programs 

Level Il - Undergraduate programs 

Level II] - Advanced or professional degree programs e.g., M.D., Masters or 
Doctoral programs. 


b) Tuition assistance as outlined in 4(a) will be provided to students enrolled in 
all three levels without limits. 


c) Assistance for travel and for living expenses as outlined in 4(b) and 4(c) 
will be provided to students to complete one program at each level. Level II 
will include assistance for an additional degree program at the bachelor 
level which has as a prerequisite an undergraduate degree. 
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d) The duration of assistance in 6(c) will accord with the official length of the ( The du ratio nN of as §] stance 


program as defined by the post-secondary institution in which the student is 


enrolled. | will accord with the official 
e) Students enrolled in Levels I and II will be assisted for up to one additional leng th of the pr ogram 
academic year per level if such an extension is approved in writing by the ' P 
institution's dean or the head of department. as def ined by the P Ost : 
secondary institution in 


f) Students enrolled in Level IIT may be assisted for up to one additional — 


academic year for medical or personal reasons. which the stude ni Is 
enrolled.” 


g) Students may be assisted in Level I studies after dropping out of Level II 
studies. If a student resumes Level II studies, the previous time spent at 
Level II will be counted for assistance purposes. 


h) Students who have completed a Level II program, with or without assistance 
from this program, are ineligible for Level I program assistance. 


i) Students who have completed a Level III program, with or without 
assistance from this program, are ineligible for Level I or Level II 
program assistance. | 


j) Where students change programs within one of the levels, the 
academic years used for each program within this level will be counted 
for assistance purposes. | 


k) Students who are currently being assisted under the E-12 program will 
continue to be assisted in accordance with this Student Assistance Program. 
Student support will not exceed the limits set out in 6(d), 6(e) and 6(f). The 
number of student months used under the E-12 program will be counted 
against the number of academic years students would be entitled to under 
this policy. Students enrolled or accepted for enrolment in a doctoral 
program at the time the Student Assistance Program comes into effect will 
be assisted to complete their program in accordance with 6(d) and 6(f). 


1) Students who become eligible for assistance and who have previously 
completed a portion of post-secondary studies without assistance from this 
program will receive assistance for the balance of their program of studies 
in accordance with 6(d), 6(e) and 6(f). 


“Tn order to encourage 
students to engage in 
studies that directly 
contribute to achieving 
self-government and 
economic self-reliance, the 
administering organization 
may award incentive 
scholarships.” 


“Tn recognition of 
academic achievement, the 
administering organization 
may award scholarships to 
students who are enrolled 
as full-time students and 
who have achieved a grade 
average of B or higher in 
their program of studies.” 


The administering organization may provide the types of incentives listed in this 
section. 


a) Incentives for Students Enrolled in Level III Programs: Students 


enrolled as full-time students in a Level III program may receive an 
incentive from the administering organization, subject to a maximum of 


$1,500. This incentive will only be provided once. Students will be eligible 


for this incentive upon commencement of the second year of the program, 
or upon successful completion of the program. 


b) Strategic Studies Scholarships in Level II: In order to encourage students 
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to engage in studies that directly contribute to achieving self-government 
and economic self-reliance, the administering organization may award 
incentive scholarships. 


i) Students who are currently receiving financial assistance under the 
Student Assistance Program and who are enrolled as full-time students 
in a program of studies in the areas of commerce, public or business 
administration, economics, applied and physical sciences, mathe- 
matics, computer science, forestry and engineering are eligible 
for the Strategic Studies scholarships. 

li) The amount of a scholarship awarded by the administering 
organization will be up to a maximum of $3,500 annually. 

lil) Eligibility for the scholarship will be conditional upon successful 
completion of one year of the program of study and continuation in 
it. The scholarship will be awarded annually at the beginning of the 
second year of the program and the beginning of each year thereafter 
in accordance with the length of the program as defined in 6(d). 

lv) The Strategic Studies Scholarship will be available to a maximum of 
five per cent of the Indian/Inuit post-secondary student population. 
Recipients of the scholarship will be determined by the administering 
organization. One scholarship will be available where the five per cent 
maximum 1s less than one student. 


Academic Achievement Scholarships: In recognition of academic 
achievement, the administering organization may award scholarships to 
students in Levels I and II who are enrolled as full-time students and who 
have achieved a grade average of B or higher in their program of studies. 
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i) Students currently receiving assistance under the Student v6 Til 1 
Assistance Program are eligible for scholarships in recognition of The administering 
academic achievement organization 1s responsible 
li) The amount of scholarship awarded by the administering organization a es 
will be up to a maximum of $1,000 annually. j or maintaining a student 
iii) Students may be eligible for the scholarship upon successful re 21 § try ” 


completion of each year of their program of studies, 

iv) The Academic Achievement Scholarship will be available to a 
maximum of five per cent of the Indian/Inuit post-secondary student 
population. Recipients of the scholarship will be determined by the 
administering organization. One scholarship will be available where 
the five per cent maximum is less than one student. 


d) Eligible students may be awarded either one Strategic Studies Scholarship 
or one Academic Achievement Scholarship in an academic year. 


To ensure fairness and equitable treatment under the policy, administering 
organizations must have an appeal process in place. Students may not appeal 
to the department decisions made by other administering organizations. This 
includes administrative decisions and appeal rulings. 


The administering organization must have in place operating guidelines for 
the administration of this program. The guidelines issued by the department 
may be used by other administering organizations. Alternately, they may use 
their own guidelines if they are consistent with this policy and do not exceed 
the maximum rates or limits of assistance issued by the department. Such 
guidelines should include selection priority criteria, an allowance schedule, 
an appeal process and should be publicly available. 


The administering organization is responsible for maintaining a student registry, 
The department will identify the information requirements which will include 
the student's name, the institution attended, the program of study, the support 
provided, the results obtained and any additional information which may be 
required from time to time. This information will be used for statistical 
purposes only and will remain confidential. The administering organization 
must report this information annually to the department. 


ANNEX | 


Maximum Maximum Monthly * 
Monthly Allowance for 
Allowances High Rental Areas 


(a) Single student living with 
employed parent $290 $290 


(b) Single student $675 $675 


(c) Married student with 


employed spouse $675 $675 
with | dependent $850 $850 
" 2 dependents $1,030 $1,030 
" 3 dependents $1,205 $1,205 


$50 per month for each additional dependent 


(d) Married student with 


dependent spouse $895 $895 
with | additional dependent $1,045 $1,045 
" 2 additional dependents $1,205 $1,305 
" 3 additional dependents $1,355 $1,505 


$50 per month for each additional dependent 


(e) Single parent 


with | dependent $1,045 $1,045 
"2 dependents $1,205 $1,305 
" 3 dependents - $1,355 $1,505 


$50 per month for each additional dependent 
* — Only married students with a dependent spouse and two or more 
dependents and single parents with two or more dependents, whose place 
of study is located in a high rental area, are eligible for the Maximum 
Monthly Allowance for High Rental Areas. The high rental areas will be 
identified and revised annually by the department using the Canada 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation's rental survey. For the 1989-90 
academic year the high rental areas are: Calgary, Peterborough, Thunder 
Bay, Oshawa, Windsor, Halifax, Barrie, Ottawa, Metropolitan Toronto, 
Vancouver. 
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